
Journal of appalachian StudieS

Published by the 
appalachian StudieS aSSociation  

and the uniVerSity of illinoiS preSS

with support from 
marShall uniVerSity

Volume 30, number 1 
Spring 2024

Special iSSue: Black appalachia

From the Editors
Rebecca R. Scott and Wilburn Hayden, Jr. ..........................................................................  5

Articles
“Woven into the fabric”: The Legacy and Labor That Built a University

Liz Harper and Adam Thomas ............................................................................................  8

Multiculturalism in the Coal Mines: Re-interpreting the Battle  
of Blair Mountain in the Age of Black Lives Matter

Mich Nyawalo  .....................................................................................................................  29

“You will always be”: Remembering a Historically Black School  
in the Mountains of Eastern Kentucky

Kristan L. McCullum ..........................................................................................................  42

Research Notes
ARC States and Counties by Race, 2020 Census

Wilburn Hayden, Jr. ............................................................................................................  67

Appalachian Studies Conference (ASC) Black Focus Presentations, 1996–2024
Wilburn Hayden, Jr. ............................................................................................................  99

Book Reviews

Nonfiction
The Fifth Border State: Slavery, Emancipation, and the Formation  
of West Virginia, 1829–1872

by Scott A. MacKenzie; reviewed by William E. Hardy .........................................  102



Lige of the Black Walnut Tree: Growing Up Black in Southern Appalachia
by Mary Othella Burnette; reviewed by Cicero M. Fain III  ...................................  105

The Harlan Renaissance: Stories of Black Life in Appalachian Coal Towns
by William H. Turner; reviewed by Tim Konhaus  ..................................................  107

Fiction
Those We Thought We Knew

by David Joy; reviewed by Candice Dyer  ................................................................  110

Media Reviews
Rest

album by Corduroy Brown; reviewed by Catherine Wilbur  .................................  113

O Pioneer
documentary film, directed by Clara Lehmann and Jonathan Lacocque;  

reviewed by Destiny Caldwell  ..............................................................................  115


